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even now been so seriously impaired that extraordinary measures were
deemed necessary for restoring order. The Sibylline boob were consulted.
The oracular page ordered the propitiation of "Ceres the most ancient**;
and a solemn deputation of priests proceeded to the august temple of the
goddess in the city of Enna. This circumstance, seemingly unimportant,
becomes significant, when it is considered that the war really originated in
the neglect of agricultural labours, and was at its height during the notable
year in which Ti. Gracchus was bringing to all men's knowledge the re-
duced condition of the fanners of Italy.

Ten commissioners were sent to assist Rupilius in drawing up laws for
the better regulation of the agricultural districts. The code formerly estab-
lished by Hiero at Syracuse was taken as the basis of their legislation, a
measure which gave great satisfaction to all the Greek communities. The
whole land was required to pay a tithe of its produce to lie Romans except
the five free cities and some others which were allowed to pay a fixed annual
sum. The collection of these tithes was to be let to Roman contractors,
But to prevent extortion, courts of appeal were provided. All disputes be-
tween citizens of the same town were left to be decided in the town courts;
those between citizens of different towns, by judges drawn by lot under the
eye of the prsetor; those between a town community and an individual, by
the senate of some other city; those between a Roman citizen and a Sicilian,
fay a judge belonging to the same nation as the defendant There can be no
doubt that the general condition of the Sicilian;

system; and agriculture again flourished in Sicily as it
, done in'former times.&
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